
SD Out-of-School
Time (OST) Program
The SD Department of Social Services
Child Care Services (CCS) encourages
school officials to work with their
communities to build programs that
positively impact K-8 children during
their out-of-school time. The SD Out-
of-School Time (OST) Program
provides resources for schools and
communities that want to offer
structured and safe environments for
children when they are not in school.

Program Support
Those interested in starting an OST
program should begin by contacting a
regional CCS licensing worker. (See
back of brochure.) These workers
provide technical assistance to apply
for a state grant and offer guidance on
issues like community development,
staffing, space and licensing.

Additional program assistance and on-
going support is available from OST
support specialists located in five
regional offices around the state.
These specialists are part of the SD
Early Childhood Enrichment (ECE)
Program. ECE provides training and
technical assistance to adults involved
in day-to-day care and development of
children and youth.

Resources Provided
Licensing workers and support
specialists provide these services for
OST programs:

l Information, assistance and guidance
for schools and community groups
interested in creating OST
programs.

l Facilitation of community planning
meetings.

l Grants for schools or private
nonprofit organizations to fund
OST programs. Applications are
available each year in the fall.

l On-site technical assistance on
issues such as child behavior,
staffing, program planning, licensing
and financial management.

l Telephone consultation for OST
professionals, school officials and
parents.

l Resource lending libraries with
professional resources, information,
publications, and theme units or
equipment for OST programming.

l OST classes or workshops on
issues such as discipline, child
temperament, safety, space
limitations, program activities,
communication and team building. 

Quality Programs
OST programs provide safe
environments that motivate and
inspire learning outside the regular
school day. While there is no single
formula for success, effective programs
combine academic, enrichment,
cultural and recreational activities. The
best programs also develop activities
to meet the needs of the communities
they serve. Common elements of
successful OST programs include:

l Strong management, quality staff
and goal setting.

l Low staff-to-student ratio (1:15).
l Attention to safety, health and

nutrition issues.
l Strong family involvement.
l Partnerships with community and

youth groups and law enforcement.
l Enriching learning opportunities.
l Links with school curriculum and

school teachers.
l Evaluation of program effectiveness.

because their working parents have no
other options.

Experts agree that school-age children
who are unsupervised during the
hours after school are more likely to
receive poor grades and drop out of
school than those who are involved in
supervised, constructive activities. 

Statistics also show that most juvenile
crime takes place between the hours
of 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and that children
are at greater risk of being the victims
of crime during the hours after school. 

Children require and deserve quality
activities and supervision when
working parents cannot be with them.
Out-of-school time programs can
provide the positive environment that
children need. 

In today's
society, the
hours parents
work and the
hours their
children attend
school often do
not coordinate.
Children are
often left alone
after school
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Child Care Services Licensing Map
Child Care Services
700 Governors Drive

Pierre, SD 57501
1-800-227-3020

www.state.sd.us/social/ccs/ccshome

Discrimination Prohibited: State and federal laws
prohibit discrimination in all Department of Social
Services' programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability and
political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) To file a complaint of discrimination write
BOP/DSS, ATTN: HRM, 445 East Capitol, Pierre, S.D.
57501 or call (605) 773-6941. If you have a question
regarding program services, please contact your nearest
Department of Social Services' office. 

15,000 copies of this document were printed by the
Department of Social Services at a cost of 10 cents per
copy. DSS/CCS/15M/1000

Visit our web site at:

www.state.sd.us/
social/ccs/ccshome

Child Care Services
1-800-227-3020
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What do 
children in 
your community 
do after school?

Support Quality 
Out-of-School Time
Programs for Children

District 4
1310 S. Main Ave., PO Box 708
Brookings, SD  57006-0708
(605) 688-4334

District 5
817 W. Russell St., Suite 202
Sioux Falls, SD  57104-1372
(605) 367-7602, 367-7604 or 782-3148

District 6
3113 N. Spruce St., Suite 200
Yankton, SD  57078
(605) 668-3030

District 1
111 New York, PO Box 2480
Rapid City, SD  57709-2480
(605) 355-3545

District 2
700 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD  57501-2291
1-800-227-3020 or (605) 773-4766

District 3
420 S. Roosevelt, PO Box 4730
Aberdeen, SD  57402-4730
(605) 626-2340


